
Understanding the 
Backlash to the 51st 
State Idea  
Why Canada Has Long Been 
Wary of its Biggest Ally 

 Is the “world’s longest undefended 
border” a model for being good neighbors? 

 Canadian fears of annexaƟon – tracing the history 
 Why recent US PresidenƟal rhetoric has created a firestorm of Canadian 

opposiƟon 

Gregory Wigmore is a teaching associate professor at 
Santa Clara University, specializing in US and North 
American History, and an academic affiliate of UC 
Berkeley’s Canadian Studies Program. Born in Canada, 
Dr. Wigmore’s special interests include the history of 
Canadian-American relaƟons.   

 
Where:  Saratoga Library  
                    Maple Room 

                   13650 Saratoga Ave.     
                 Saratoga, CA 95070 

Date:      Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025 

When:   1:30 p.m.  
 

 

Sponsored by the Los Gatos-Saratoga AAUW and the Saratoga Library 


